sl

and, despite this omissicn, doesn't stop robbing, nor in fact engages in any col-

. ) tectlve practice — such a person is the agent of subversions which have great
P al nte d significance. Every element in the subversion of a system must be of a superior
Politics

iogical order.

Let us iry to get an overview of the scene. The industry involved in the transmis-
sion and elaboration of signs is ranked third in the worid on the basis of sales.
Consider a hypothesis: the diffusion of the sign as the general equivalent of ali

M u riZi o things and the transfer of the productive inteliigence to machines may involve

some radical innovations in the social forms of language and thoughi and in the
forms of lega! and juridicat control. Gonsider this further hypothesis: the creation
T ore alta of a socla inteiligence which has been rendered useless and polyvalent may have
given rise to the social possibility of simulation or, better, to the production of

signs beyond the laws governing property and the forms of control incamated in
signs,

We are convinced that this entire situation is conpected with the development of
the unforeseen, absurd and paradoxical behavior that is improperly calied “the
phenomenon of the Metropolitan Indians.”

Since all the "real contents” {the referents of production, affect, signification)
that ballasted the sign with a kind of useful force of gravity are no longer effec-
tively communicated, the signs are now exchanged among themselves without
any commerce with some object In reality. For a social subject, on the other hand,
a subject that is diffuse and forced into a relation with tiuctuating and indeter-
minate wages (and the question of wagss, by definition, is the generai referent of
all signs}, the “pangs of conscience” and discourses on “political economy” are
completely useless; ons can not struggie against transience and dispersion with
the blows of purposSe and consclence.

Thus the social conditions of simulation and of the arhitrary come Into being:

) . st of violen: there arises a social subjact that Is not reducible o one precise identity, that ar-
In the Spring of 77, In tha Me & L bitrarily invents ane for itself and at the same time hangs on the thin thread of its
demons'iraho.ns, mt?ifnssnces as:izny &émogna own precarious language, suspended beiween absoiute power and total absurdity,
staged in vaTr;'C;l:rﬁa‘;li;?acali”as shorllived waiting without fear for some other detarmination of identity at its ineluctable

;:? gizr?r?\}enuveness of lhe Metropolitan In- opening: that of derisian,

dians, their diffidence of radical rhetoric,

bt s e e If we investigate this developmant, moving from the March, 1977 demonstrations
political weapons ware not forgotten by the

to an interpretive model which succeeds in comprehending them, it wili not be dif-
Movement. ficull for us to trace this semantic openmindedness, these mechanisms of simuia-
tion, to the highest fevels of formai }anguages. The nonsense argument is the
basis of logical, mathematical reasoning and the constitutive mode! of music and
. the game as well. The analysis and introduction of {ransgressive and uncon.
The press describes them as trollable variables into collactive systems (which are fictional and sympathetic)
form part of every good project in the industry of the spectacle.

 ig an inventad one.
tine mother and a traditiona! Marxist liather. The
m with marks painted on their faces as
an once they have

The term “Metropolitan indians
the iilegitimate child of a ciandes

i nysical description presents the
S yse decisiong are not very trustworthy {more th

) ich i hen, the coming of an era which repiaces the bearers of truth di-
a group who t red) and which is unable Wae hypothesizs, t y v .
mgde arrangaments for demonsl(ratlo‘ns that pb?;e; Zt;il::es. )The press conceals vided unions, political groups with their identifying signs and their banners) with
to partictpate in public assembiies .wﬁh sensi b D ‘opriate usetess goads intelligence and shrewdness. This era will be based on the social possibilities of
the fact that they hahituatly break into slr'llops la"'U f?éjqpuantly appear at the most tatsehood, on the technological posaibilities resulting from the destruction of
{record albums, liquos, sporis C‘Othfz)ﬁgute{h?r'fy people natutally after visiting the ruies, on the free exchangae of producis, simulation, the game, the nonsensa argu-
ie theaters in groups o ! ! ment, the dream, music,

i:ii?r:x;naorrslie ri;staurants whare they obviously did not pay.

. matks on the group’s faces, with If we now want 0 retrace the steps that legitimize this hyopthesis in the events
The press often prafers to occupy itself W't_h irelo aans relegating the “gxpropfia- which have already occurred, we must relate a few scenes, as in a film, even i we
thair songs and dances, wilhl the.lrdpel;l’::dc'::;:" ?Nhg arg; on the verge of acquiring all know that the best gags can not be ralated. Let us begin with a title:
tiong” to the «gami-ctandesiine inae

“COSSINO ASSASIGA.” This slogan was weitten in Campo det Flori, and i1 at-

the clandestine character of the Bunker. tributes the epithet “murderer” (assassino) to Cossiga, the Minister of the interior.

. i i he insuit, but the anagram. Saussure was right:
be concernad. Whoever Yet what is anathema here is not t .
The press has good 1eason o invent dl(fe{incescar‘f;l':atgtamation of a future peo- politicat economy has its own discourse, and the very mutation that strikes
palnts his face taking the marks as an alrbl rary it possible tarms and treais linguistic signs when they lose itheir referential status also strikes the categories
ple; whoever appropriates in an exhauih:.z::a.";viu;ver refuses to explain himself of political economy: the same process occurs in both directions. In writing, an
’ of imaginary solutions;

tanguage as a science
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anagrammatic sign has dispensed with order; the poetic pisasure comes directly . - .

rom violaiing the tundamental iaws of human language, from subverting the amps and medieval fortresses,
disciptine of their valorization. The anagram in this case is the mark of an an-
tagonistic form, a language without expression, now beyond aws and the pus-

poses that linguistics assigns it

At the meeting in. September against re i
i pressicn, the i Hi
It_nweon?zc;luop‘)sseoafspz?:%le al;ld tlwo difierent cities of !angrja\;:.soaniugz:tlrgg?:m;n W
ment chose as 1S p;,;?fofrrrrlltg{?”:sc;rgl.;ls;Iocation with sloping seats ihafsu:"e-
ounded. . 3 arena, a place desi i
g{g%k Cgﬁr:;f;:gtz;zgoglgn atlymologicaliy derivaspfrom ng}isnta;}:c\lﬁfaorrsac:hlatw
Grock combatart g de |catm’ themselves to death.) This [;art of th ol
P chair; ot 80 anp;tet:p!?, was divided and ciashed among themseives se Vi
o) salonion er's heads and failing to arrive at any solution (, i
B ottt ot of mz Iilt"lac;?resented by a \.\t'rltten mofion approved by a mg?or:'ietrai“y' :
o porti\.'t:érnent, thq majotity, entared the city, sleeping an \ih i
oot coulpturas Ec es, creating an enormous curiain, exploiting a f; s
e B oealn smail square, cpnveying furniture and chaiss outl:ica“Ir
o toagartia zhnsg ';;]nd seminars in thousands of smali groups passirsl
drogs, kaye 1o af had been. produced for the occasion (fake ’(, in ti ot
, key: open ielephone coin boxes and traffic lights, etc.) rain tickets,

But let us teave the explanation of this anagrammatic title to describe a few
scenes which, in their balanced dimensionality and inexplicable silence, aitude o
feelings so victent that they brush against cartainty {as happens in every well-

tmagine the University of Rome, aiways seen from above, with 2 periphery wall
that detaches it from the neighbornood of San Lorenzo and emphatically
characterizes it as a place detegated for institutlonat functions. imagine the en-
trance to the paths that consolidate the powe? of a huge truck, a portable place
delegated for whoever has pretensions to speak, even in unknown languages; in
tact, the truck is equipped with powerful loud-speakers, and it is foilowed by hun-
dreds of union members enilsted to malntain law and order: it ls the day for the

meating of the CGL's secretary generat! at the University of Rome. e et Imeres!
interesting situation was created
. One part of the Movement
sought

. ) the establi i
e pader et i e the e :?éf:}mtir;t ‘:; :\: 'tr:]e otrder of signs and discourse — of a clty fortress (th
\ sw™ bastion of the futur i i ;
ports : ‘new e people, in reality t
gart o t;zr;gf{l:;tm? imported practices. The majority or, rat:erh?h:ar;;m‘ e
D omads. but ata?h chose n(?t to estabiish a city; they decided,to conti N
ing no a%wa'ys ta ;; same time enter the city of the enemy’s langua inue be-
o o e g enmg its fortifications — even if only io remg I Tont. Cfify
tng < Co{rec,t tr:zktll;lgi,hsieepmg: We have termed them nomads, but 25”?1'%"; S'n-
more correc! mas:‘e; d'em sophists, in a position to simuiate, té enter an?jpls v
e ‘{a§5}§y Creat;vzx:{zéinguages as the situation demands, in a posi!?z:leto
4 . \ ®es, sabota i

play-ac! xes, ge, and disappear o i i

phist is a figure who can intervene in languages wFi)th an Zi::tg:r:rclf Jim:; tyipa

sting

War is aiwaysa anticipated by the visual funct
coherent development of the parade, in our case, the action was the introduction
of “the uniocn line at the university” — terms that are perhaps caraless, but un-

doubtedly consistent.

i is again at the semantic ievel that the group’s provocation organizes the an-
counter: the dancing Metropolitan Indians actually carry a hanged puppet of the
union secreiafry dangling before them like a desiroyed image, and this action
unieashes the anger of the union’s iaw-and-order guard. The escalation of
weapons is ratner singular: the Metropolitan Indtans throw bags filled with waler,
{he unionists respond with the sprays of fire axtinguishers. The tndians chargs, action, without taki

dispersing and tarrorizing the union apparatus, literaily desiroying everything; but course' rot i?\u a.l([ng them as a despotic and unyieiding totality. Th i1}
thay do not take over the platform on the truck, and they do not seize the equivalenc n‘ate, i# s a consequence of the relation to wa ” is’gm Is of
microphone. e wiih the rest of things, exactly like language) gee (wages' general

The Meatropolt i

their enterl;?;;za?;:g:ans have stopped using the metaphor of wages, becau

ting the meiamorpho;img?r producing metaphors for institutions bu; raiherseff

with wages, but also tffirézei:e';h? ;vantad to compel Hatian youth to regfonec"
' ; ail to realize that th .

rackonin X at the Mowv

once a b?Emkﬂfely with money. And this break in the scopa Offil:en: Is tired of
ak in tanguage and the forms of the enceunter e struggle is at

This day-wiil long be remembered In 1tatian political history; {rom that day wiit ,
gush rivers of speeches on ihe new needs of the youthfui strata of the population;
on that day hundreds of setf-criticat and remorseful discouises wiil be made, yet
only the Metropolitan Indians wiil remain silent.

Many other things happened, the most important of which were the attacks on

the armories in March {to steal not marely guna, but tennis racqueis and fishing
rods as weil), the very vioient clashes with the crowd, the arrests, and the armed
interventions. But the second important scene is not the battle. It Hies precisely in

the ptace of discouyse.

Every piace delegated for political discourse has a structure that is quite similar

i0 the Panopticon described by Miche! Foucauit in Discipline and Punish. Such ]
places are dosigned with a central point situated to maintain the least distance
trom the other points and, at ail events, to preserve the power of controfting wit
one's gaze every cther point of the place in which one is positioned. It is ganer
a quastion of high ptatforms (such as the truck mentioned earlier), located in ci
cular piaces (squares of haits with sloping tiess of seals).

in September, the Movement of 77 o, if you prefer, the Metropoittan Indians
jaunched a mass maeting in ihe city of Bologna. More than a hundred thousand
peopie rasponded 10 the call. The second part of our scteenptay on the
Metropoiitan Indians is concerned with analyzing the structure of this scene wit
the hundred thousand extras.

The disposition of men and things is always the result of strategios for war and
control. Most European cities maintain the architectonic structure of militaty



For a brief time, the irreality, the displacement, the reyolution of existing relations
is no longer the prerogative of capital and its accumutated intelligence. An un-
foreseen variable has been created in the ltalian political scene: a social sector
which Is illegal more in its behavior than in its refation to wages, and which Is at
the same time not clandestine, even though clandestine groups can float around
within . This sacior in not raduced and not reducible to the productive order; it is
intersectad and made labyrinthine so as to be rendered indefinable, but even
before this, it Is subjeciively not obligated to any determination of identity.

We can foresee that the forms of the organization, corresponding to whoever
leaves his own distinctive marks, wili not be precigely symbotlc. Rather, they will
be and are formations which can be constructed as the need arises and dissoived
immediately after, not bound to the criteria of professionatism, notwlthstanding
ali the Leninism of those who blde their-tima, The immeadiate steps {o be taken by
those the press has dubbed the Metropolitan indians is the production of projects
in the field of simutation, falsification, and paradox. The program which guides
and will guide the Movement alms at giving their projects the sama precision as a
knitted work, the same collective participation as a common home, the same
rhythmic breathing as that we find in our own lives and in the phases of our col-
tactive study, the same range as our journeys, the same organizaiion as our emo-
tional relations, as always iliegal but never clandestine.

What is ieft for us to do before concluding Is finaliy to forget about the
Matropotitan Indians and once agaln prevent a Movement from becoming a fetish,
a hypostasis, shortcirculted by the media’s diffusion. There wiil always be animal
resorves and indian raservations to conceal the fact that the animals are dead,
and that we are all indians. There will always be factorles to conceat the fact that
production is dead, and that it.is everywhere and nowhere. We follow the momen-
tum of our projects with our song and occupy ourselves with other things.

Transiated by Lawrence Venuli

1. Luciano Lama is the secretary of the General Confederation of Workers, close 1o the ICP
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